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Having thus described the invention, it is now claimed: 

1 . A resilient mount assembly comprising: 

a rigid, outer bracket having an opening therethrough, the bracket 
adapted to be mounted to a first member of an associated vehicle; 

a rigid, inner mount dimensioned for receipt in the outer bracket; 

a resilient member interposed between the inner mount and the outer 
bracket for damping vibrations therebetween; and 

an insert fixedly secured to one of the outer bracket and the inner 
mount, and including a resilient snap member for selectively securing to an 
other of the outer bracket and inner mount. 

2. The invention of claim 1 wherein the insert includes plural 
circumferentially spaced fingers that deflect radially to snap-fit the outer 
bracket and inner mount together. 

3. The invention of claim 2 wherein the fingers include locking tabs that 
preclude separation of the outer bracket and inner mount once assembled. 

4. The invention of claim 1 wherein the insert is molded to the resilient 
member. 

5. The invention of claim 4 wherein the resilient member is molded to the 
inner mount. 

6. The invention of claim 4 wherein the insert is a polymer. 

7. The invention of claim 1 wherein the resilient member is molded to the 
inner mount. 

8. The invention of claim 1 wherein the inner mount has a generally 
cylindrical conformation and is received in the outer bracket thereby defining 
an annular space therebetween that receives the resilient member. 
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9. The invention of claim 1 wherein the outer bracket and insert include 
mating key portions for aligning the insert with the outer bracket. 

10. The invention of claim 1 wherein the insert includes a plurality of 
circumferentially spaced, radially outwardly biased fingers having respective 
locking tabs thereon that axially engage one end of the bracket. 

1 1 . The invention of claim 1 wherein the bracket is metal. 

12. The invention of claim 1 1 wherein the bracket is an extruded aluminum. 

13. The invention of claim 1 wherein the inner mount is metal. 

14. The invention of claim 1 wherein the resilient member is rubber. 

15. A center bearing isolator mount assembly comprising: 

an outer bracket adapted to be mounted on an associated vehicle, the 
outer bracket including an aperture extending therethrough; 

an inner sleeve received in the outer bracket defining an annular space 
therebetween; 

an insert member secured tolhe inner sleeve for receipt in the annular 
space and having a plurality of circumferentially spaced, outwardly biased 
fingers that engage the outer bracket ; and 

an elastomeric isolator member received in the annular space for 
providing vibration damping and isolation between the inner sleeve and outer 
bracket. 

1 6. The center bearing isolator mount assembly of claim 1 5 wherein at 
least some of the fingers include locking tabs for precluding removal of the 
inner sleeve to the outer bracket 
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1 7. The center bearing isolator mount assembly of claim 1 5 wherein the 
insert member is molded to the inner sleeve. 

1 8. The center bearing isolator mount assembly of claim 1 7 wherein the 
isolator member is molded to the insert member. 

1 9. The center bearing isolator mount assembly of claim 1 5 wherein the 
insert is a polymeric material. 

20. The center bearing isolator mount assembly of claim 1 9 wherein the 
elastomeric isolator member is molded to the inner sleeve, and the insert is 
molded to the isolator member. 

21 . The center bearing isolator mount assembly of claim 1 5 wherein the 
isolator member has a surface portion which includes a plurality of 
circumferentially spaced protrusions. 

22. The center bearing isolator mount of claim 21 wherein the 
circumferentially spaced protrusions are in the form of circumferential 
projections that are deformable and formed with a profile to provide flexibility 
in the radial direction. 

23. The center bearing isolator mount of claim 21 wherein the protrusions 
are arranged to extend radially outward from the inner sleeve member toward 
the insert member. 
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24. The center bearing isolator mount of claim 15 wherein the outer 
bracket member is aluminum. 

25. The center bearing isolator mount of claim 1 5 wherein the insert 
member is a non-metallic material to prevent galvanic corrosion. 

26. The center bearing isolator mount of claim 15 wherein the inner surface 
of the annular ring and the insert member have mating, keyed configurations 
that provide for slidable insertion of the insert member in the annular ring for 
limiting relative movement of the insert member and providing an interlocking 
feature that allows the insert member and annular ring to merge and function 
as a single component. 

27. A method of manufacturing a vibration isolator assembly for damping 
vibrations having an outer bracket, an insert, an inner sleeve, and an 
elastomeric isolator, the method comprising the steps of: 

providing an outer bracket; 

mold bonding an inner sleeve and elastomeric isolator together; 
providing an insert; and 

inserting the bonded sleeve, isolator, and insert into the outer bracket. 

28. The method of claim 27 comprising the further step of mold bonding 
the inner sleeve, elastomeric isolator, and insert together. 



